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DBE Goal Setting 

The City of Yakima uses OMWBE.WA.GOV to search for certified DBEs.  As of July 12, 2016, there were 

six vendors listed in Yakima County that are federally certified DBEs, none of which fall into a category in 

which we contract for services.  Of the six, there are no viable contractors containing am NAICS code 

that Yakima Transit has used since 2015 or will use during the 2015-2018 DBE Goal timeframe. 

There are eleven vendors that have a State OWMBE certification, but have not registered as a federal 

DBE vendor.  Two of those eleven vendors provide security, communications, or camera related 

services; Yakima Transit doesn’t usually do a contract for that service.  The purchases are under the 

bidding threshold.  One vendor provides janitorial services; Yakima Transit no longer contract for that 

service. 

Yakima Transit has never been found to have discriminated against a protected class in the past, as a 

result, quotas are not set to redress an egregious instance of discrimination.  

Yakima Transit’s DBE goal is race neutral.  Without DBE- certified contractors, there isn’t a way for 

Yakima Transit to meet a goal above zero.  

 

Outreach Efforts 

The bulleted list below shows some of Yakima Transit’s outreach efforts.  I’m sure there are a few other 

pro-active things we’ve done, but this is what immediately comes to mind. 

• Every bid advertised for Transit contains the following language: 

The City of Yakima has established a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) program in 

accordance with regulations of the Department of Transportation (DOT) 49 CFR Part 26.  It is 

the policy of the City to ensure that DBE’s, as defined in 49 CFR Part 26, have an equal 

opportunity to receive and participate in DOT-assisted contracts.  The City’s current goal 

proposes that 0% of all DOT funds expended in DOT-assisted contracts will be let to certified 

DBE firms that are available, willing, and able.  The City of Yakima hereby notifies all proposers 

that it will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this 

advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit 

proposals in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of 

race, color, sex, sexual orientation, or national origin in consideration for an award. 



• ALL “notice for bid” advertisements are sent to the Yakima Hispanic Chamber of Commerce at 

the same time they are sent to the Yakima Herald Republic. 

• Yakima Transit advertised their DBE goals in El Sol, as well as the local paper.  (per the 

attachment, legal Ad – Transit DBE) 

• The DBELO maintains a relationship with the Yakima Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, 

specifically Luz Bazan-Guiterriez, offering to put on a workshop on how to do business with the 

city.  I have bumped into her a couple of times since then and mentioned it, but nothing ever 

materializes. 

• Purchasing keeps a supply of OMWBE literature available in the kiosk at our front desk for 

vendors to pick up.  This has information on how to register to become a DBE/WMBE. 

• We direct anyone who inquires to www.omwbe.wa.gov to get certified. 

• We had our “Selling to the City” pamphlet Transcribed into Spanish. (attached) 

• On February 19, 2014, Karen Allen (Transit Program Coordinator) and myself presented a 

session on “Meet the Buyer – Doing Business with Local Transit Systems” at the Tri-Cities 

Business & Visitor Center (see attached flyer). 

The City of Yakima has provided outreach to minority and women owned businesses and will continue 

to do so.  Following those outreach efforts there has been little to no interest in vendors registering as a 

DBE.  Some of the concerns that we believe vendors face is the federal net worth threshold and that the 

federal government will be asking for financial documentation to prove that they are under the 

threshold.   

According to the American Community Survey in Yakima County, the Hispanic population accounts for 

45.8% of the total population, 13.24% of the total population are not US citizens.  The survey doesn’t 

breakdown if those individuals are legally here of whether or not they are of Hispanic dissent.  Part of 

the concern that individuals might have, in reaching this large demographic, is their citizenship status. 

 

Public Participation Process 

Yakima Transit’s public participation process in setting the DBE goals includes a preliminary search of the 

DBEs that are certified to provide service.  We compare the types of services with the services that 

we’ve contracted for in the past, currently contract for, and anticipate contracting for.  Once we are able 

to determine what the goal is, we provide a 45-day notice to the public to solicit comments.  If 

comments are received, we take the comments into careful consideration and if valid, revise our initial 

determination before finalizing our goal.  If it is determined that the goal needs to change as a result of 

the comments, changes are made and a notice will be posted on the City of Yakima Purchasing website 

identifying those changes.  If the changes are substantial, we will restart the goal setting process. A 

substantial change in the goal is when the goal is modified by more than 5%.  For example, if the goal 

was 8% and following comments the goal was changed to 2% or 16%, a new notice and comment period 

would commence. 

 

Summary of Comments Received and Associated Changes 



None 

 



Legal Ads – Transit DBE 
 

 
  



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  



Certified DBEs 
July 12, 2016 

 

 

 

  



Meet the Buyer – Doing Business with Local Transit Systems 



Selling to the City of Yakima and Yakima County - English 

 



 



Selling to the City of Yakima and Yakima County - Spanish 
 



 

 

 


