
MINUTES
YAKIMA CITY COUNCIL

May 3, 2022
City Hall -- Council Chambers

5:30 p.m. Regular meeting -- conducted in person and virtually via Zoom 

1. Roll Call

Present:  Mayor Janice Deccio, presiding, Assistant Mayor Soneya Lund and Councilmembers
Matt Brown, Patricia Byers, Holly Cousens, Danny Herrera and Eliana Macias (attending
remotely via Zoom) 
 
Staff: City Manager Robert Harrison, City Attorney Sara Watkins and City Clerk Sonya Claar
Tee

2. Pledge of Allegiance

Mayor Deccio led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Interpreter Services

Mayor Deccio introduced Jorge Villasenor who announced interpreter services are available in
Spanish.

4. Open Discussion for the Good of the Order

MOTION: Lund moved and Cousens seconded to add a Cinco de Mayo proclamation
to the agenda. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

A. Proclamations

i. National Day of Prayer proclamation

Councilmember Byers proclaimed May 5, 2022 as “National Day of Prayer" and Linda Iasella
accepted the proclamation.

ii. Missing and Unidentified Persons Awareness Month proclamation

Assistant Mayor Lund proclaimed May 2022 as “Missing and Unidentified Persons Awareness
Month" and Michelle Joe accepted the proclamation.

iii. Mental Health Month proclamation 

Mayor Deccio proclaimed May 2022 as “Mental Health Month" and Benine McDonnell
accepted the proclamation.

iv. Cinco de Mayo proclamation

Councilmember Herrera proclaimed May 2-7, 2022 as Cinco de Mayo Cultural Awareness
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week and Luz Bazan Gutierrez accepted it.

B. Presentations / Recognitions / Introductions

i. Introduction of Assistant City Manager Rosylen Oglesby

City Manager Harrison introduced newly appointed Assistant City Manager Rosylen Oglesby.

5. Council Reports

A. Discussion about having the City apply for County ARPA funds for internet in city
parks

I.T. Services Manager John Carney briefed Council on a prior report regarding internet in the
parks.
 
MOTION: Cousens moved and Lund seconded to apply for County ARPA funds for
internet in City parks. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

B. Discussion on amending the Council Rules of Procedure relating to limiting public
comment to Yakima County residents only

Councilmember Brown shared his concern about protecting City and County residents time to
speak under public comment. After discussion,
 
MOTION: Byers moved and Lund seconded to establish a procedure for public
participation and give first priority to residents of the City, followed by residents of
Yakima County and then anyone else beyond that district. The motion carried by
unanimous vote.

6. Consent Agenda

Mayor Deccio referred to the items placed on the Consent Agenda, questioning whether there
were any additions or deletions from Council members present. There were no changes.  The
City Clerk read the Consent Agenda items, including resolutions and ordinances, by title. 
(Items on the Consent Agenda are handled under one motion without further discussion—see
motion directly below.)
 
MOTION: Lund moved and Byers seconded to approve the consent agenda. The
motion carried by unanimous vote.

A. Approval of minutes from the April 19, 2022 City Council regular meeting and April
26, 2022 study session

B. 2022 1st Quarter Financial Report

C. Set date of June 7, 2022 for an open record public hearing to consider the Hearing
Examiner's recommendation regarding a right-of-way petition to vacate a portion of
right of way in the southwest corner of "Tract B" where S 18th St becomes Pacific
Ave.

D. Project Completion and Contract Acceptance with Halme Construction Inc for Bravo
Company Municipal Solid Waste & Wood Debris Removal Project 2529
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E. Resolution accepting and approving 1st Quarter 2022 Claim Report

RESOLUTION NO. R-2022-052, A RESOLUTION accepting and approving the 1st Quarter
2022 Claim Report for the City of Yakima.

F. Resolution authorizing a Contract with Merrell Bros., Inc. for Project 2561 Biosolids
Removal and Reuse

RESOLUTION NO. R-2022-053, A RESOLUTION authorizing a contract with Merrell Bros.,
Inc. for Project 2561 Biosolids Removal and Reuse

7. Public Comment

Tony Courcy, City resident, asked about his previous question.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

8. First public input meeting on the 2021 Consolidated Annual Performance Evaluation Report
(CAPER)

ONDS Manager Archie Matthews briefed Council on the 2021 Consolidated Annual
Performance Evaluation Report (CAPER) and noted this will be brought back for another
public hearing and approval.
 
Mayor Deccio opened the public hearing and, with no one coming forward or calling in to
speak, closed the hearing.
 
Councilmember Macias asked several questions about the housing repair program ethnic
disparity and the process for distributing funds. Mr. Matthews responded to the questions. 
 
MOTION: Cousens moved and Deccio seconded to reopen the public hearing for a
late arrival. The motion carried by unanimous vote.
 
Dulce Gutierrez, City resident, shared her concerns about the ethnic disparity and asked that
this process be referred to the Community Integration Committee for review.
 
MOTION: Macias moved and Lund seconded to have the process reviewed by the
Community Integration Committee.  The motion carried by unanimous vote.

9. Public hearing and Ordinances to consider the Yakima Planning Commission's
recommendation regarding 2022 proposed text amendments to Title 15 and Title 14

Planning Manager Joseph Calhoun briefed Council on the proposed text amendments.
 
Mayor Deccio opened the public hearing and, with no one coming forward or calling in to
speak, closed the hearing.
 
The City Clerk read both ordinances by title only.
 
MOTION: Byers moved and Lund seconded to pass both ordinances.  The motion
carried by unanimous vote.
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2022-010, AN ORDINANCE amending Yakima Municipal Code Title 14 –
Subdivisions to incorporate text amendments recommended by the City of Yakima Planning
Commission
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ORDINANCE NO. 2022-011, AN ORDINANCE amending Yakima Municipal Code Title 15 –
Yakima Urban Area Zoning Ordinance to incorporate text amendments recommended by the
City of Yakima Planning Commission

DEPARTMENT ITEMS

10. 2022 Vacant Building Safety Project - 1st Quarter Report

Glenn Denman, Code Administration Manager, reported on implementation efforts of the
Vacant Building Safety Project and next steps.  Council members expressed their appreciation
to Codes for their hard work.

11. Review of Request for Proposals for development of the property on the East side of South
3rd Street between East Walnut and East Spruce (across from the Law and Justice Building)

City Attorney Sara Watkins reviewed a Request for Proposals for development of the property
on the East side of South 3rd Street between East Walnut and East Spruce (across from the
Law and Justice Building).
 
MOTION:  Cousens moved and Brown seconded to approve the RFP and direct staff
to move forward with the RFP process for the property.  The motion carried by
unanimous vote.

12. Ordinance amending the Yakima Municipal Code Chapter 11.40 Property Maintenance Code
to consolidate other city ordinances that address similar property conditions; and repeal
Chapters YMC 10.05.145, YMC 11.09, YMC 11.11

Glenn Denman, Code Administration Manager reviewed proposed changes to the International
Property Maintenance Code (IPMC). 
 
MOTION: Cousens moved and Deccio seconded to direct staff to determine if we
need to clearly define the word abandoned to our property code. The motion was
approved without objection.
 
After Council discussion, Assistant Mayor Lund stated she objected to the motion.

13. Other Business

MOTION: Byers moved and Brown seconded to add to the agenda for the May 10
study session a reevaluation of Ordinance 2020-019 related to the flag policy.  The
motion carried by unanimous vote.

14. Adjournment

MOTION: Lund moved and Cousens seconded to adjourn to a City Council study
session on May 10, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall. The motion
carried by unanimous vote. The meeting adjourned at 6:58 p.m.

 
CERTIFICATION
READ AND CERTIFIED ACCURATE BY

  

  
______________________________________
COUNCIL MEMBER                                 DATE
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______________________________________

CITY CLERK
 

 
 

_______________________________________
MAYOR
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