
ORDINANCE NO. 2020- 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE relating to land use; vacating a public right-of-way, in an alleyway 

that extends west of N 6th Ave., south of Fruitvale Blvd., in the City 
of Yakima, Washington. 

 
WHEREAS, by petition dated October 28, 2019 (Petition #19-12), Yakima Housing 

Authority, requested to vacate a portion of platted City of Yakima right-of-way more 
particularly described in Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and incorporated herein by this 
reference; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Yakima has no future plans for development of this 

unpaved, platted alleyway right-of-way; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Yakima Housing Authority, the applicant/petitioner for this right-

of-way vacation, own all parcels abutting the property subject to this petition for vacation; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, on February 13, 2020, the Hearing Examiner for the City of Yakima 

conducted an open-record public hearing regarding the requested right-of-way vacation, 
and concluded the hearing on February 13, 2020; and 

 
WHEREAS, on February 28, 2020, the Hearing Examiner issued the Hearing 

Examiner’s Recommendation regarding RWV#001-19, (the “recommendation”) 
recommending that the platted street right-of-way be vacated, and said recommendation 
is attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference as Exhibit “B”; and  

 
WHEREAS, at an open-record public hearing held on April 7, 2020, the City 

Council considered the requested right-of-way vacation, including the documents and 
other evidence which comprise the record developed before the Hearing Examiner, the 
Hearing Examiner’s Recommendation, and the statements and comments of interested 
persons; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the considerations of the Hearing Examiner 

in response to the requirements and criteria of RCW Chapter 35.79, together with the City 
of Yakima street vacation policy (YMC Ch. 14.21), are correct and appropriate, and that 
the same should be adopted by the City Council as its findings herein; and 

 
WHEREAS, compensation to the City is not necessary for this right-of-way 

vacation due to the City having not purchased, maintained, or made any improvements to 
the public right-of-way, has no plans to do so, and has been a dedicated public right-of-
way for at least five years, in accordance with YMC § 14.21.070 (A) (4); and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that it is in the best interest of the City to enact 

the following to approve the requested right-of-way vacation; now, therefore: 
  
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF YAKIMA:  



Section 1.   The unimproved dead-end alley right-of-way beginning a short 
distance west of North 6th Avenue and extending westerly one parcel south of Fruitvale 
Boulevard between Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 181313-31417, 31418, 31419, and 31513 
on the north and Assessor’s Parcel Number 181313-31514 on the south, more particularly 
described in Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference, is 
hereby vacated by the City of Yakima.   

Section 2.   The findings, conclusions and conditions within the February 28, 
2020 Hearing Examiner’s Recommendation (RWV#001-19) regarding this right-of-way 
vacation are hereby adopted by the City Council as its findings, conclusions and conditions 
in support hereof, pursuant to City vacation policy and RCW Chapter 35.79, and are 
incorporated herein by this reference as if fully set forth herein.  

Section 3.  The right-of-way vacation granted by this ordinance is expressly 
conditioned on The Yakima Housing Authority’s satisfaction of the following conditions, as 
stated on page 10 of the Hearing Examiner’s Recommendation: 

1. The legal description of the vacated area shall be a ten (10)-foot-wide strip 
of land platted as an alley and shown on the Plat of Hathaway’s Subdivision 
of Lots 31 and 32 of Hathaway’s 5 Acre Tracts in Section 13, Township 13 
North, Range 18 East, W.M., within Block 1, lying north of, parallel with and 
adjacent to Lots 8 and 9 of said subdivision; SUBJECT TO an easement 
for public utilities over and across the same ten (10)-foot-wide strip of land.   

2. Upon vacation, the north five (5) feet of the vacated area shall have the 
zoning classification of General Commercial (GC) and the south five (5) 
feet of the vacated area shall have the zoning classification of Multi-Family 
Residential (R-3).       

3. A detailed site plan shall be provided which accurately shows all existing 
utilities within the right-of-way to be vacated. 

4. A public utility easement shall be maintained to provide access for 
operation, maintenance or replacement of the existing utilities systems and 
improvements thereto.   

Section 4.   Severability:  If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this ordinance is declared invalid or unconstitutional for any reason, 
such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.  

Section 5.   This ordinance shall be in full force and effect 30 days after its 
passage, approval, and publication as provided by law and by the City Charter, and the 
vacation approved herein shall be effective upon recording with the Yakima County 
Auditor. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to file a certified copy of this 
ordinance with the Yakima County Auditor. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL, signed and approved this 7th day of April, 
2020.  



 
 
             
ATTEST:            Patricia Byers, Mayor 
 
 
      

Sonya Claar Tee, City Clerk 
 
 
Publication Date:    
 
Effective Date:    
  



Exhibit A 
Petition and Legal Description 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exhibit B 
Hearing Examiner’s Recommendation 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 


