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DiSCuSSion DrAFT ConCePT (PreFerreD)
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drAfT ILLuSTrATIve pLAzA And reTAIL concepT (vIew LookInG norThweST)

Downtown Yakima master Plan
crandall Arambula - 06-07- 2013
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drAfT ILLuSTrATIve pLAzA And reTAIL concepT (vIew LookInG norTheAST)
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drAfT ILLuSTrATIve pLAzA And reTAIL concepT (LookInG SouThweST)
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drAfT ILLuSTrATIve pLAzA And reTAIL concepT (vIew LookInG weST)

Downtown Yakima master Plan
crandall Arambula - 06-07- 2013
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DiSCuSSion DrAFT CirCulATion ConCePTS
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draft CirCulation framework - tYPiCal SeCtionS

Downtown Yakima master Plan
Crandall arambula - 06-12-2013

Yakima ave Boulevard  3-lane ConCePt Yakima ave Boulevard  4-lane ConCePt

exiStinG
(5-lane)

ProPoSed
(3-lane)

exiStinG
(5-lane)

ProPoSed
(4-lane)

2



�5Yakima Downtown master Plan 

draft CirCulation framework - tYPiCal SeCtionS

Downtown Yakima master Plan
Crandall arambula - 06-12-2013
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DrAFT ConCePT TrAFFiC evAluATion SummArY

Yakima Avenue: 
Preliminary Transportation Assessment Summary

• Corridor level of service may understate impacts since there are frequent signals
• Level of service was evaluated at two intersections for a more conservative assessment.
• The wide parkway and wide median options would be over capacity with the current 

levels of traffic along Yakima Avenue
• The narrow median and narrow parkway options may offer limited benefit because left 

turning vehicles would block the inside lane and signal operations would be less efficient.
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Yakima Avenue: 
Preliminary Transportation Assessment Summary

• Pedestrians would benefit from more separation from the roadway, slower speeds, and 
shorter crossing distances.

• The wide median and wide parkway could allow a protected bikeway. Without the protected 
bikeway, they may not offer as much benefit due to limited width to share with vehicles.

• The trolley would experience more delays under the wide median and wide parkway with a 
single lane of through traffic. Conversely, the trolley would cause delays to vehicle traffic.

• Large trucks could maneuver more easily with the narrow median and narrow parkway.
• Some on-street parking stalls would be lost under all of the alternatives. However, a recent 

parking survey indicated ample parking is available downtown.
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Yakima Avenue: 
Preliminary Transportation Assessment Summary

• Across Lincoln, MLK, Yakima, and Walnut, 
there are a total of six through lanes in 
each direction (assuming the wide 
median/parkway option). This provides a 
total hourly capacity of 9,600 vehicles.

• Current traffic volumes across these four 
arterials total 61,700 vehicles per day or 
about 5,400 vehicles during the PM peak 
hour.

• The four arterials could carry roughly 75% 
more traffic than they carry today, 
indicating ample capacity into the future.

• If the City can encourage 25% of the 
current Yakima Avenue traffic to divert to 
bypass routes, Yakima Avenue would 
operate acceptably under either 
circulation option.
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Yakima Avenue With Diversion: 
Preliminary Transportation Assessment Summary 

• Corridor and intersection LOS were re-evaluated with volumes reduced by 25%
• Corridor level of service would be LOS C or better
• Intersection level of service would be LOS C or better for the narrow median/narrow 

parkway option and LOS D or better for the wide median/wide parkway option
• Even with reduced volumes, the narrow median/narrow parkway options may offer 

limited benefit because left turning vehicles would block the inside lane and signal 
operations would be less efficient.
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Yakima Avenue With Diversion: 
Preliminary Transportation Assessment Summary

• The general relationships between the alternatives would remain the same as shown 
with the current traffic volumes. 

• Reduced traffic volumes would result in improved operations for all modes of travel.
• Parking effects would be the same regardless of traffic volume
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Yakima Avenue: 
Preliminary Transportation Assessment Summary

• Current traffic volumes along Yakima Avenue range from 16,500 to 21,400 
vehicles per day

• Three lane roadways are generally recommended only for facilities with less 
than 18,000 vehicles per day

• Yakima Avenue already has a “drop” lane at Ninth Street that allows for free 
right turns as shown below.

• Other possible routes to Lincoln and MLK include Eighth Street, Naches Street 
and First Avenue
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Yakima Avenue: 
Preliminary Transportation Assessment Summary

• Wayfinding is a critical component of encouraging cross-town traffic to use 
Lincoln and MLK

• Sample signs are show below. They should be implemented at both ends of 
Downtown to reduce traffic on Yakima Avenue in both directions.

• They could also be implemented at intermediate locations along Yakima 
Avenue, such as First Avenue and Naches Avenue.
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Yakima Avenue: 
Preliminary Transportation Assessment Summary

• A roundabout would signal to drivers that they are at a decision point. This would be 
reinforced by the transition to a green street west of Ninth Street.

• A channelized right turn at Eighth Street or Ninth Street could also be considered.
• A trap lane could be implemented eastbound on Summitview Ave or westbound on 

Yakima Ave.
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