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the United States.

Buta handful of peaple
—all Latino — expressed
concern,

“We walk a thin line,”
said Nick Marquez, a
local business owner. “In
a small community like
Yakima, I don't think we
could survive something
like this.”

Luz Bazan Gutierrez,
secretary for the Hispanle
Chamber of Commerce of
Yakima County. agreed,
saving the program would
“ereate a lot of resentment
and controversy”

“This is'a whole lot to
doabout nothing,” she
said, “That's the way I feel
aboutiL"™

Luis Fraga, a political
science professor at the
University of Washington,
said the general concern
with E-Verify is its
accuracy. Problems
occur when names on
employment applications

don't match those in the
Social Security database,
and sometimes those
differences could be as
minoras a missing middle
initial. There's also
concern that the system
will be arbitrarily applied,
he said.

saying its oversight would
require too much work
and that the city"s existing
system — run by the Soeial
Security Administration
— works fine.

Before the vote on
Etil’s propesal, Cawley
suggested an amendment
that would have
established an E-Verify
system modeled after the
federal government —
requiring its use only for
contracters hired for jobs
costing at least $100,000
and projects spanning a
minimum of 120 days. The
mayor and Ensey favored
the proposal, but it was
turned down by the rest of
the council,

“Ldon’'t have concerns
about E-Verify in general,”
Ensey said later. “T think
ifwe had a discussion
surrounding using E-Verify
to hire city employens,

I'd be in favor of that.

But I had a big problem
about discussion that it
applies to all contractors
with no limit or dollar
amount. Iean't call myself
asmall-government,

free-enterprise council
member and vote for that
motion.”

SUll; Fraga sais, ——
employee verification
is an important part
of comprehensive:
immigration reform.
“Federal legislation
is almost inevitable,” he
said. “The question is
when. ... The concern is
not to rely solely on that
(E-Nerify system) until we
have more confidence it
can work more efficiently.”
According to a recent
analysis conducted for the
Department of Homeland
Security, EVerify spots
illegal workers about half’
the time,

AT Tuesoay's meeting,
Ettl joined most of those
attending in strongly
advocating its - "1
Business owru ng
EVerify said iy easy,

ETTL SAID Tuesday
l:vezlmg that he was
“extremely disa
in the final vote and that
he was surprised the
measure did not earn
the backing of Ensey,
considered one of the
more conservitive council
members.

“I had thought that it
made pretty good sense
— & preity good case was
‘made — and T thought it
would pass." Ettl said.

He said the vote

“against using E-Verify

may have resulted from
counecil members being
uncomfortable with the

‘open-ended wording in

the initial motion. In the

- ‘future, he will be more

Ei{i:eetha anda grﬂnttocl -mw ’b:“' 59::“33
& :?Lmbaﬂns identity ... w;“ﬂh éamn i, O

“1 had a business recommendations about
tdentity theft. Itwas how to implement the
horribleand tr Sarsto  council’s request, he said.
cleanup,” sai le Ultimately, the
Sirobel of Sela eouneil's decision not to
cosmetics COMPany owner yge E-Verify met with a
wha is running for the mixture of enthusiasm and
state House seat held by disbelief,

Rep. Norm Johnson of
Yakima. “E-Verify will just
help us. It's not perfect,
butit's a start.”

Strobel’s statement was
echoed by Craig Keller of
RESPECT Washington,
who's advocating support
l‘orlnitlat[\aamaﬂ uu
secures the required
ﬂ“mmrofwm
registered voters to gqualify
for the November ballot
and is approved by voters,
all public and private
employers in the state
would be reguired to use
EVerify,

“This is not a burden to
employers,” Keller said.
“}rynu don't use gﬂ.m

youdon't know ifyou
I'.urlng illegal aliems."

City staff and City
Manager Dick Zais
opposed the program,

“I'm happy. I'm
surprised,” Gutierrez said.
“We have to work together
These kinds of things just
polarize us more.”

But Keller said the vote
is a betrayal to taxpayers,
whose money, he said,
shouldn't support criminal
activity

“Those who voted ‘No’
today failed to uphold
their sacred oath,” he said.
“E~verify is nothing more
than demanding honesty
from those the city does
business with."
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