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November 16, 2017 
 
 
 
The Honorable John Thune 
Chairman, Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Bill Nelson 
Ranking Member, Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation 
United State Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Bill Shuster 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Peter DeFazio 
Ranking Member, Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Chairman Thune, Ranking Member Nelson, Chairman Shuster and Ranking Member DeFazio: 
 
The U.S. Surface Transportation Board (STB) continues to consider new regulations on freight 
railroads that stand to harm our economy, consumers and thousands of farms, factories, mines and 
other businesses that rely on freight rail. The proposed regulations represent a dramatic step 
backward from the balanced regulatory system that is working today by providing a regulatory 
benefit to some shippers at the expense of the efficiency of the entire network. These new 
regulations would undermine the ability of railroads to reinvest capital in the rail network thus 
imperiling local rail service for most shippers and communities.  
 
At a time when the nation is looking to leverage private investment in infrastructure more than ever 
and is counting on efficient and safe transportation to facilitate economic growth, Congress should 
ensure that regulators leave railroads free to invest and innovate to better serve customers and the 
nation.  
 
We represent communities and companies across the country that know well the public benefits of 
private freight rail investment. Freight railroads are the only transportation mode that pays for its 
own infrastructure with almost no government support. This saves taxpayers money while also 
keeping freight off already crowded and underfunded highway infrastructure. And, every ton of 










